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PAPER COPIES
WILL NO LONGER BE MAILED
AFTER THE SEPT 2022 ISSUE
Due to rising costs and lack of funding the Mile High
Section is phasing out mailing paper copies to members who do not have a valid email on file with MBCA.
The September 2022 issue will be the last paper copy
mailed to members who have not provided an email
address.
This will not affect members who currently have a
valid email address on file. Those members will still
receive a monthly email with a link to view the newsletter on the MHS website.
Please take a few moments to make sure you have an
up-to-date, valid email on file with MBCA. If, for some
reason, you are unable to have an email address, any
member with or without an email address may access
the current issue + the previous 11 months’ issues at
any time by visiting the Mile High Section website at:
https://mbcamilehigh.org/newsletters/

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!!
 Scott Black
 Cody Peterson
 Sonnet Mouritsen

♦ Mads Jespersen
♦ Muhamed Zeyadich
♦ Kurt Van Allsburg

Welcome to the Mile High Section. We look forward to
seeing you at our events!
Please contact any Board member if you have any
questions or would like more information on any event.
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President’s Message – ‘All About The Benz’
By Stan Rios

Greetings Mile High Section Members!
We are heading into March and have a nice event scheduled for us car
enthusiasts. So far this winter season has not been all that bad however, you
know it’s beautiful Colorado!
On Saturday, March 12 at 10:15 a.m., we will be meeting up at the Shelby American Collection
Museum in Boulder. If you are interested in attending this event, please ensure that you send your
RSVP to Jared Simons by Wednesday, March 9. For details about this event and links to contact
Jared, see the article on page 5.
During the fourth quarter of last year, our section membership numbers fluctuated a bit, and we are
picking back up again into 2022. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend all events
including Board meetings. Also, we can always use volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering,
please reach out to anyone of our members on the Board.
In April, we have our family day event at the Downtown Aquarium. We had a nice turnout a few
years ago. If you are not interested in going to the Aquarium, you can still join us for the late afternoon lunch at Great Scotts Eatery. For details about this event, see the article on page 6.
Due to unforeseen circumstances our planned Steamboat Springs event for May has been
cancelled. Deborah & Jay Hokanson are in the process of planning a Spring Drive with lunch and a
visit to the Vinnie Fera Winery in Boulder on May 14th. See the article on page 7 for details.
I look forward to seeing you at one of our events in the coming months!

Stan Rios
Stan Rios, President
Mercedes-Benz Club of America | Mile High Section

Relevant Websites
Daimler AG USA
Denver Dealer
Good Data
Littleton Dealer
Loveland Dealer
Mile High Section YouTube Channel
MBCA National

mbusa.com
mercedesbenzofdenver.com
Mercedes-Benz Wikipedia
mercedesoflittleton.com
mbloveland.com
Section YouTube Channel
mbca.org

Mile High Section
New Mexico Section
Pikes Peak Section
Westminster Dealer
Wichita Section
Bespoke Motorsports

mbcamilehigh.org
newmexico.mbca.org
pikespeakmbca.org
mbwestminster.com
mbcawichita.org
bespokemotorsports.net
Click to Return to Page 1

MARCH 2022

Mile High Section Officers

President
Stan Rios
rican6987@gmail.com
720-404-6362
Vice President
Bob Mashburn
bob_mashburn78@yahoo.com
303-988-2710
Secretary
Position open
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The Constellation
Newsletter of the Mile High Section, Inc. of the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America, Inc.
Deborah Hokanson, Editor
PO Box 16913
Golden, CO 80402
Members are encouraged to send interesting and relevant
information or articles for inclusion into the Constellation to
dhokan@comcast net.

Treasurer
Max Townsend
diandmaxt@aol.com
303-770-1128

Members are welcome to submit articles. The deadline for submission is the 10th of the month before the month of issue. Articles
should be relevant to the interests and activities of MBCA and its
members. The editor reserves the right to edit or reject any article.

Directors

We encourage editors of other Mercedes-Benz Club newsletters
to reprint articles that may be of interest to their Section’s members. We appreciate credit being given to The Constellation. Any
articles printed in The Constellation with permission from owners
of copyrights on those articles may not be used without written
permission from the original owners.

Greg Birkett
gdb2@comcast.net
303-919-1980
Michael Davison
mhd539@msn.com
720-233-7411
Deborah Hokanson
dhokan@comcast.net
303-935-8270
Natalie Mashburn
nataliemashburn@yahoo.com
303-988-2710
Lou Rogers
lou.rogers@comcast.net
303-550-6543
Eleanor Wong
eleanorwong@comcast.net
720-220-1800
Whitlow Wong
whitlowwong@comcast.net
720-220-1800
Henry Zabarsky
hzabarsky@msn.com
303-355-6363
Rocky Mtn. Regional Director
Steve Dierks
steve.dierks@gmail.com
719-659-9959

Readers are encouraged to support any advertisers in this
newsletter. However, no inference should be made that
advertising in The Constellation implies approval of products or
services by the editor, publisher, the Mile High Section, its Officers
or members, or by the Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA).
Ad Terms: Members of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc.
may advertise in The Constellation to buy, sell, or trade Mercedes
-Benz automobiles and related items or services at no charge
provided that no commercial promotion is involved. Ads may
include a photo. Submitters are asked to contact the editor
immediately upon the sale of automobile or item, or conclusion of
a business or service advertised. At the discretion of the editor
ads will be published until the submitter requests that they be
removed or until room is no longer available, but, in any case, no
longer than 6 months. Copy for any ad must be received by the
10th of the month before the month of issue.
The Mile High Section reserves the right to change these terms
and conditions of advertising and/or remove any ad at any time.
The editor reserves the right to edit or reject any ad.
Send your event information, ad, article, or any questions via
email to dhokan@comcast.net.
Click to Return to Page 1
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Pikes Peak Upcoming Events

March 12, 2022
Shelby American Museum (See pg. 5)
Jared Simons - simons.jared@gmail.com

March 5, 2022 - 5th @ 5 5:00 p.m.
Wobbly Live
Marla Wiseman - 719-339-3466

April 9, 2022
Family Day at Denver Aquarium (See pg. 6)
Natalie Mashburn nataliemashburn@yahoo.com

March 19, 2022 - Wine Class
The Wine Gallery - 6:00 p.m.
Pete Kulzer — 719-338-9437

May 12, 2022
April 5, 2022 - 5th @ 5 5:00 p.m.
Monthly Board Meeting
Mimi’s
Location TBD (All members encouraged to attend) Andrew Nelson - 719-217-9481
Stan Rios – rican6987@gmail.com
May 14, 2022
Wine & Chocolate Tasting and Tour
Vinnie Fera Winery (See pg. 7)
Deborah/Jay Hokanson - dhokan@comcast.net

April 9, 2022
Olympic & Paralympic Museum Tour
10:00 a.m.
Judy Bennett - 719-332-7768

Follow us on Facebook
@mbcamilehigh

Follow us on Instagram
@mbcamilehigh

Follow us on YouTube
@mbcamilehigh

THANK YOU LOYAL MEMBERS!!!!
 Jerome Reinan
 Andy Andrews

♦ Chris Andrews
♦ James Wright
 Rich Johnson

♦ Gene Tognacci
♦ Philip Mortensen

We sincerely thank you for renewing your membership
and for your continued support of the Mile High Section MBCA.
Click to Return to Page 1
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Shelby American Collection Museum

Date: March 12, 2022
Time: 10:15 a.m.
Address: 5020 Chaparral Ct., Boulder, CO 80301
Cost: $5 per person
Contact: Jared Simons, 201-888-6600, simons.jared@gmail.com
Lunch: Avery Brewing Company: https://www.averybrewing.com/
Address: 4910 Nautilus Ct N, Boulder, CO 80301 — Get Directions
Lunch Time: We plan to get to the Brewing Company between 11:30 – 11:45 a.m.
Food and Beer Menu: Click here.
Please RSVP to: simons.jared@gmail.com by March 9, 2022 if you plan to attend this event.

Just a little bit about the Shelby Museum Collection
Dedicated to the legacy of Carroll Shelby and the Shelby American Team, the Shelby American
Collection celebrates the rich history of the world’s most famous racing cars. This unparalleled, one-of-akind, non-profit museum in Boulder is committed to serving as a resource for enthusiasts, collectors,
history buffs – just about anyone interested in the 1960s automotive renaissance with its incredible
drivers, visionaries and racing’s timeless works of art.
Established in 1996, The Shelby American Collection has some of the rarest, most valuable and authentic
cars on display anywhere in the world. The museum is also home to an extensive collection of
memorabilia, art, race records, period photographs and tributes to the pioneer drivers of the era, including
the dramatic histories and life stories of Carroll Shelby, Enzo Ferrari, Henry Ford and other icons of 1960s
auto design, industry and racing lore. Checkout their website at www.ShelbyAmericanCollection.org.
You could be the winner of a rare 2022 760 hp Shelby GT500 Heritage Edition customized by Ford –
a true collector’s car! Go to www.ShelbyGT500Contest.org for details!!

Click to Return to Page 1
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Family Day Event at the
Downtown Aquarium
Plan to enjoy a day of adventure for the entire family—
friends, children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren—all
are welcome to join us for this fun and educational visit
to one of Denver’s most iconic aquatic venues.
NOTE: Masks may be required at the Aquarium

We’ll be waiting for you!!!

Date: April 9, 2022 Time: 12:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Address: 700 Water Street, Denver, CO 80211
Museum Cost: Children 2 & under FREE;
Children 3-11—$11.00; Adults 12+ (including seniors) $16.00
Parking/Cost: $8.00
The parking lot is located across the street from the Aquarium. The lot takes credit cards and cash.
Contact: Natalie Mashburn - call or text 303-720-9217
Lunch: Great Scotts Eatery - greatscottseatery.com

RSVP By: April 7, 2022
See menu here

Address: 1295 Cortez St., Denver, CO 80221 (Off US-36 West and Pecos St)
Lunch Time: We plan to get to the Great Scotts between 2:15-2:30 p.m.

Directions to Aquarium:
Via I-25 Northbound
From I-25 traveling north: Exit 23rd Avenue (Exit 211). Follow the exit to the right (you will now be
heading east), where you will immediately see the Aquarium on your right.
Via I-25 Southbound
From I-25 Southbound: Exit 23rd Avenue (Exit 211). Turn left at the stop sign (you will now be heading east), and you will see the Aquarium on your right just after your cross over I-25.
Click to Return to Page 1
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World Class Wines with a Colorado Soul
Our May event, hosted by Jay and Deborah Hokanson, includes lunch, and then off to a tour of the
Vinnie Fera Vinery in Boulder, where we will enjoy a tour, then a wine and chocolate pairing and
tasting. An optional trip to the Cheese Importers in Longmont can be enjoyed by participants on the
way home.
One of our new Mile High Section members (and owner of several fine Mercedes vehicles), Tim
Moley, founded the Vinnie Fera Winery in 2016, with the mission of crafting world-class wine in his
home town in Boulder. Tim sources premium quality fruit from highly reputable vineyards in California,
Oregon, and the Western Slope of Colorado. Once the grapes arrive at the winery, Tim and his crew
steward them through the entire process from grape to glass into fantastic wines– all while keeping
roots in Boulder.
Since our planned May event in Steamboat Springs was cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances
lunch details are still being worked out.
More complete information will be provided in the April Newsletter.

Date: Saturday, May 14, 2022.
Parking/Where to Meet: We will meet at our lunch location, time and place to be determined.
Vinnie Fera Winery: We plan to leave from lunch and arrive at the Vinnie Fera Winery between 1:30
and 2:00 p.m. Winery Website: Click here.
Winery Cost: $25 per person, which includes winery tour, wine and chocolate tasting/pairing.
Winery/Parking Lot Address: 3012 Sterling Circle, St. 100 (approximately 55th & Valmont) in Boulder. Parking is available in the lot at the winery; however, some low clearance Mercedes models may
not be able enter the parking lot. There is also parking along Sterling Circle, with just a short
(approximately 50 yard) walk to the winery entrance.
After Our Tour/Tasting: Participants can take an optional route home and stop to browse and shop
at the Cheese Importers in Longmont. Cheese Importers Website: Click here.
RSVP by May 1, 2022
Contact: Jay and Deborah Hokanson: 303-935-8270 or dhokan@comcast.net.
Click to Return to page 1
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All Aboard…
Our Adventure to 14,115 Feet
Join the Mile High Section on a trip to ride the newly renovated
Broadmoor Manitou and Pikes Peak Cog Railway and visit the
historic town of Manitou Springs.

Date: June 11, 2022 - Time: 11:00 a.m.
Parking/Where to Meet: We plan to meet at the Hiawatha parking lot in Manitou Springs at 11:00
a.m.
Parking Lot Address: The address for the Hiawatha parking lot is 10 Old Man’s Trail, Manitou
Springs 80829. To get there take Exit 141 (US 24/W/ Cimarron St.) off I-25. Merge on to US 24W,
then merge onto Manitou Ave/US-24 Business West toward US-24 Business. Turn right on to Old
Man’s Trail and continue on to the parking lot.
Cost to park: Cost to park at the Hiawatha parking lot is $1.00 per hour. We will take the free shuttle up to our restaurant lunch stop in Manitou.
Lunch at the Loop: We leave from the Hiawatha parking lot, taking the Route 33 shuttle to The
Loop restaurant in Manitou for lunch.
Website and Menu for The Loop: Website: Click here. Menu: Click here.
After Lunch: We will take the free shuttle to the Cog Railway train station.
Cog Railway Cost: $66.65 per person. (this group rate includes taxes and fees)
We have reserved seats.
A minimum of 25 is required for the group discounted rate.
Length of Cog Trip: The ride takes about 3 to 3 1/2 hours round trip, with 40 minutes at the
summit of Pikes Peak.
During your break at the newly renovated Summit House at the top of Pikes Peak you can enjoy
restaurant service, a gift shop, a trail mix bar, and/or you can try one of the world-famous Pikes
Peak Donuts. The 1,500-pound machine that cranks out the world-famous rings of deliciousness
was installed before the building was even finished due to its epic proportions. Even better, the
donuts now have the option for customization, with add-ons like cocoa, cinnamon, sugar and
nutmeg. Note: For true scientific reasons, these donuts MUST be eaten at the top of Pikes Peak.
Click here to read why.
Return Time: Approximate return time 5:30 p.m. After the train ride participants can take the free
shuttle to various shuttle stops in Manitou, stop for ice cream, or take the shuttle back to the Hiawatha Parking Lot.
For More Info Contact: Whitlow Wong at whitlowwong@comcast.net.

RSVP By: May 1, 2022.

More detailed info will be provided closer to the event date.

Click to Return to Page 1
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Mark your calendars ...
Isadora and the Graham Family
Invites you to a very special 4th of July Celebration
Bring your Mercedes and come enjoy this old-fashioned July 4th parade and festivities!
Date: July 4, 2022
Location: Georgetown, CO - We line up at the City Annex Parking lot at 10:00 a.m.
Parade starts at 11:00 a.m.
Bring candy to throw and share with the kids during the parade..
After the parade the town BBQ starts around noon and is BBQ beef which was prepared all night
previous with all the fixin’s (cost between $10 and $15). And yes, we have a great ice cream shop
downtown.
Ron has already volunteered 8-10 participating Mercedes-Benz. After all, we want to show up the
Corvette Club, which also participates. Can’t wait to see YOU ALL THERE!
Please RSVP by June 24, 2022. For questions, or more information contact:
Ronald Graham

303-601-0973

Ron922Grif@aol.com

Click to Return to Page 1
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Park City - Utah Trip
Park City lies east of Salt Lake City in
scenic Utah. Framed by the craggy
Wasatch Range, it’s bordered by the
Deer Valley Resort and the huge Park
City Mountain Resort, both known for
their ski slopes. Now a training facility,
Utah Olympic Park, to the north, hosted
the 2002 Winter Olympics.
Park City is one of the best preserved
mining towns in the U.S. Enjoy historic
shops turned into vibrant art galleries,
boutiques, and inventive restaurants as
you explore Historic Main Street.

This will be a fun filled weekend of seeing the beautiful scenery of Park City, Utah. We will be doing
some driving, local touring, enjoying each other’s company along with enjoying our cars.
Event Date: Friday, August 12, 2022 (check-in), thru Tuesday, August 16, 2022 (checkout).
Lodging Location: Peaks Hotel – Park City.
Lodging Address: 2346 Park Ave, Park City, UT 84060.
Reservation Cutoff Date: July 13, 2022.
Event Contact: Stan Rios, 720-404-6362, rican6987@gmail.com.
We have a block of rooms reserved at the Peaks Hotel - Park City. Information is provided below to
book your reservation. We have the option of the standard room single king and/or the two-queen
beds at the rate of $129 per night + taxes per night ($27.57).
To make your reservation and get the discounted rate, you will need to call 435-649-5000 and
mention MBCA Mile High Section. You will not be able to book using their website and receive, the
group rate that has already been established.
Peaks Hotel - Park City website is https://www.parkcitypeaks.com.
Rooms will fill quickly. Please make sure to make your reservation as soon as you can.
Please RSVP by July 13, 2022, if you plan to attend this event. Also, provide total number that will
be attending in your reply.
A fully detailed brochure will be provided to all participants attending this event.

Click to Return to Page 1
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Santa Fe - New Mexico Trip
The name “Santa Fe” literally translated
from Spanish means “holy faith”.
The full name when founded was “La Villa
Real de la Santa Fe de San Francisco de
Asis”- translated means “The Royal Town
of the Holy Faith of St. Francis of Assisi”.
In the 1920s, Santa Fe officials ordered
that all buildings in the city be built with
adobe in the Native American Pueblo style.
The city also retains beautiful examples of
Victorian, Italian, and Spanish architecture.
It is this combination of cultures that helped
give Santa Fe its most popular nickname,
“the City Different.”

Santa Fe …. The City Different
This will be a fun filled week of seeing the beautiful scenery of Santa Fe, New Mexico. We will be
doing some driving, local touring, enjoy each other’s company along with enjoying our cars.
Event Date: Monday, October 3, 2022 (check-in), thru Thursday, October 6, 2022 (checkout).
Lodging Location: Courtyard by Marriott Santa Fe (do not make reservations using website).
Lodging Address: 3347 Cerrillos Road, Santa Fe, NM 87507.
Cutoff Date: September 3, 2022, to make your reservation.
Please RSVP by September 3, 2022 if you plan to attend this event. Also, provide total number that
will be attending in your reply.
Event Contact: Stan Rios, 720-404-6362, rican6987@gmail.com.
We have a block of rooms reserved at the Courtyard by Marriott - Santa Fe. Information is provided
below to book your reservation. The group rate is $149 per night for standard king or double queen
and $169 per night for suites – single king, or double queen with added living space + taxes per
night (7% occupancy tax & 8.4375% sales tax). Our group code is MBCN. Please call to make your
reservation.
Do not make your reservation online using their website. The flyer on the following page was
provided by the Marriott for more details on making your reservation. Call the hotel directly at
505-424-2436 to make your reservation. Reserve as soon as possible! Rooms will fill quickly.
There will be a full detailed brochure provided to all participants that will be attending this event.
Click to Return to Page 1
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Do not make your reservation online using their website.
Call the hotel directly at 505-424-2436 to make your reservation.
Reserve as soon as possible! Rooms will fill quickly.
Click to Return to Page 1
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2022 Mile High Section Event Schedule
Events are subject to change.
Please refer to the schedule of events. An email will be sent if an event changes .

ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND ALL EVENTS
INCLUDING BOARD MEETINGS
Board meetings are held quarterly at a local restaurant and are informal, with thoughtful and enjoyable
discussion of club policies/procedures, event planning/preparation, and ideas for how we can best serve
all MHS members. Members can help by attending Board meetings. Your input is welcome and encouraged. And attending and sharing at a Board meeting does not commit you to becoming a Board member. Contact MHS President Stan Rios rican6987@gmail.com or 720-404-6362 for information.
Mar 12
Apr 9

Shelby American
Collection Museum

Jared Simons

Family Day @ Denver
Aquarium

Natalie Mashburn

201-888-6600
simons.jared@gmail.com
303-988-2710
nataliemashburn@yahoo.com

Board Meeting
Location TBA

Stan Rios

720-404-6362
rican6987@gmail.com

May 14

Spring Drive/Winery Visit

Deborah & Jay
Hokanson

303-935-8270
dhokan@comcast.net

Jun 11

Broadmoor Manitou/Pikes
Peak Cog Railway

Whitlow Wong

720-220-1800
whitlowwong@comcast.net

July 4

SPECIAL EVENT
July 4th Celebration
In Georgetown

Ronald Graham

303-601-0973
Ron922Grif@aol.com

July 9

Red Feather Lakes Drive

Whitlow Wong

720-220-1800
whitlowwong@comcast.net

July 16

Joint Section Picnic
Flying W Ranch

Judy Bennett
Pikes Peak Section

719-332-7768
bennett912@comcast.net

Board Meeting
Location TBA

Stan Rios

720-404-6362
rican6987@gmail.com

Aug 12-16

Park City Utah Trip

Stan Rios

720-404-6362
rican6987@gmail.com

Sep 16-18

Vail Car Show

Michael Davison

720-233-7411
mhd539@msn.com

** May 12

**Aug 11

Oct 3-6
Oct 8
**Nov 12
Dec 3

Santa Fe New Mexico Trip Stan Rios

720-404-6362
rican6987@gmail.com

Annual Elections Dinner

720-233-7411
mhd539@msn.com

Michael Davison

2023 Section Events PlanStan Rios
ning/Board Meeting

720-404-6362
rican6987@gmail.com

Annual Holiday Party

720-233-7411
mhd539@msn.com

Michael Davison
Click to Return to Page 1
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2022 Mercedes-AMG GLE 53 Coupe: Test Drive and Review
– By Michael Harley

2022 Mercedes-AMG GLE 53 Coupe

©2022 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC

The 2022 Mercedes-AMG GLE 53 Coupe is a sporty premium crossover that is a derivative of the
fourth generation GLE-Series from Mercedes-Benz. Unlike the standard GLE models, which are offered with three different powertrain choices, the GLE 53 Coupe is only offered in an AMG-tuned
variant — performance balanced with luxury are its mission objectives.
Distinguished by its stylish sloping roof, the GLE 53 Coupe was introduced new for the 2021 model
year. And, as expected, the visually sleek crossover doesn’t offer quite as much interior or cargo
room as its traditional GLE sibling (by the tape, the coupe is a few cubic feet shy in capacity). While
the unique roofline may require a bit of a duck for second-row passengers, its cabin is every bit as
luxurious and the view from the driver’s seat out the front glass is virtually identical to the other
GLE-Series models.

2022 Mercedes-AMG GLE 53 Coupe

©2022 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC

The GLE 53 Coupe is fitted with an advanced and sophisticated powertrain that is engineered to optimize both power and fuel efficiency. The combustion engine is an inline-6 – a configuration celebrated for its smoothness – with dual forced induction.
There’s a turbocharger on the exhaust system, plus an innovative 48-volt electric supercharger (it is
not belt driven, so there is no parasitic drag). In addition, the EQ Boost starter is able to provide
additional power under acceleration. All told, the powerplant is rated at 429 hp and 384 lb-ft of
torque.
Continued on following page

Click to Return to Page 1
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To ensure four-season capability, and to help put the power down regardless of the road surface,
Mercedes fits the GLE 53 Coupe with 4MATIC+ all-wheel drive as standard equipment. The gearbox
is a 9-speed automatic transmission that delivers smooth shifts in the standard drive modes yet transforms (at the turn of a dial) to deliver rapid shifts and more power if the driver commands a more
aggressive drive mode.
Mercedes-AMG fits the GLE 53 Coupe with an intricate adaptive suspension system that uses air
springs and active anti-roll bars (taking advantage of the high-power 48-volt electrical system) to control chassis dynamics. The vehicle automatically raises, and lowers based on speed, and the dampers
adjust their firmness in conjunction with driving mode.
In practice, body roll is negligible, and the system works completely transparently. Overall, the ride is
on the sporty side — generally firm damping that gets more aggressive in the sportier driving modes.

2022 Mercedes-AMG GLE 53 Coupe

©2022 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC

Acceleration is impressive for a 5,400-pound crossover. The benchmark 0-60 mph sprint takes fewer
than 5 seconds and the quarter mile is consumed in 13.4 seconds – the power delivery is strong, without any indication of the technological sophistication under the hood. The racy exhaust note is muted
from the cabin, but it sounds great to passers-by. Oddly for an AMG-series, the top speed is limited to
just 111 mph (most of its siblings will run past 150 mph).
Despite sports car performance, fuel economy is an unexpected GLE 53 Coupe strength. The EPA
rates the coupe at 18 mpg city/23 mpg highway, yet I saw stronger numbers during a 600-mile road
trip with four adults on board. We averaged better than 28 mpg on the highway and never dipped
below 20 mpg in the city. Most impressive was the driving range. A 22.5-gallon fuel tank delivers more
than 500 miles of cruising range. The GLE 53 Coupe is an excellent long distance touring vehicle.

Continued on following page
2022 Mercedes-AMG GLE 53 Coupe

©2022 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC
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My test vehicle was fitted with the optional 22-inch AMG cross-spoke wheels (bundled with the
Night Package that extinguishes the exterior chrome accents), wrapped in performance-oriented
rubber (sized 285/40ZR-22 in the front and 325/35ZR-22 in the rear). The steamroller-sized tires
look great and provide substantial amounts of lateral grip – much higher cornering limits than my
passengers would tolerate quietly. Keep in mind that they also ride a bit worse than the standard 21
-inch wheels, so those trying to focus on luxury should avoid them.
Passengers within the cabin of the GLE 53 Coupe are coddled with luxury and technology. The
MBUX infotainment system provides a visually impressive, and very configurable, digital interface
that stretches two-thirds across the dashboard. While the complexity level is high, acclimation with
the system comes quickly – within a few days I was comfortable operating the most frequent settings.
2022 Mercedes-AMG GLE 53 Coupe

©2022 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC

Driver and front passenger enjoy racy bucket seats with heating, cooling, massage, and countless
adjustments. Those in the second row will find the outboard seats the best – the occupant in the
middle sits on a flatter cushion with their legs on a slight rise on the floor. There are HVAC vents for
the rear seats on the pillars and center console. Adults fit comfortably in both rows .
Consumers have been embracing crossovers over traditional sedans at an extraordinary rate because they offer a raised ride height, easier ingress/egress, more storage space, and they project a
more active lifestyle. The old drawbacks of a crossover used to be ponderous driving dynamics,
lackluster fuel economy, and archaic engineering. All of those crossover “flaws” have been completely erased with the arrival of vehicles like the Mercedes-AMG GLE 53 Coupe, which offer the
driving dynamics of a sports car, the fuel efficiency of a sedan, and the utility of an SUV.
The 2022 Mercedes-AMG GLE 53 Coupe starts at less than $80,000. That’s a bargain compared to
its more powerful sibling, the GLE 63 S Coupe (which is about $40,000 more). This is especially
true when you consider that the GLE 53 shares the identical platform and gives up very little in
terms of performance or amenities. Sporty, stylish, and fuel efficient – the AMG GLE 53 is a sweet
spot in the automaker’s crossover lineup. — End —
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Car Corral Advertizers
For Sale: Four new Michelin Pilot Sport 4S tires.
Front size: 275/35/19

Rear size: 285/30/20

Original purchase cost well over $1,400 (before taxes). The tires have only 125 miles on them.
Price: $1,000 cash for all 4. Local Denver metro sales only! No Shipping.
Contact Bill Gatto at 303-249-4000.
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MBCA Name Badge:
Are you a new member? Have you ordered your name badge? Did you lose your name badge? Did
your pet chew it up? Well, if one of those questions applies, we have good news, you can very easily
order one.
Questions? Call your Section President at 720-404-6362.
Or call our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360
Monday-Thursday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. MT; Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. MT.
Click here and follow the step-by-step guide.
Visit us on the web at mbcamilehigh.org.

MBCA Auto-Renew Program
Have you ever missed your issue of The Star® Magazine because you forgot to renew your Mercedes-Benz Club of America membership? Membership renewal notices are often set aside to do
later. Instead of writing and mailing a check every year, simplify your life by electing auto-renew. It is
the 21st century of doing business.
Most everything we do is now on auto-renew. If you subscribe to a video streaming service, use internet radio, Mercedes Me, cellular telephone, cable/satellite TV, auto insurance, homeowners’ insurance, and many other services, they are all auto-renew. It has become an option for MBCA
members, and the convenience is long overdue. Today would be a good day to login on the MBCA
webpage and set up your auto-renew.
Why members should sign up for Auto-Renew


Members never worry about your membership lapsing because they missed or didn’t see our
email reminders.



They won’t miss an issue of The Star® Magazine.



Auto-Renew ensures that they continue your eligibility for club Discounts and Membership
incentives.



They stay informed of local section and national events via their local section’s newsletter and
the national Click announcements.



They have a chance to participate on of our annual Germany trips to visit Mercedes-Benz
headquarters in Stuttgart.



They can have a chance at winning a new Mercedes-Benz by participating in our annual raffles.



Auto-Renewing reduces the workload on the section’s Membership Director.



By having their membership Auto Renew each year, helps the club stay financially sound.



Auto-Members help MBCA with a steady cash flow as memberships renew.



None of the member’s payment information is kept at the MBCA National Business Office, it’s
stored on secure servers at the payment processing center.

If have any questions or need assistance with signing up for the Auto-Renew program,
contact the MBCA National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360.
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